
What should I should already know…                                          
●I have identified and named a variety of everyday materi-
als, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock.                                                                                            
●I have described the simple physical properties of a varie-
ty of everyday materials.                                                                               
●I have compared and grouped together a variety of every-
day materials on the basis of their simple physical proper-
ties.                                                                                    
●I have identified and compare the suitability of a variety 
of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, 
brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses.                                                                                                  
●I have found out how the shapes of solid objects made 
from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching.  

What will I know by the end of the unit?                                   
●I will compare and group different kinds of rocks on the 
basis of appearance and simple physical properties.                            
●I will describe in simple terms how fossils are formed 
when things that have lived are trapped within rock.                           
●I will find out that soils are made from rocks and organic 

     

     

     

     

     

     

Key Questions                                                                                  
What is a rock?                                                                 

How do rocks change over time?                                                    
Why do rocks change over time?                                           

How are fossils formed?                                                               
What is soil made of?  

Key Vocabulary 

igneous rock Rock that has been formed from magma 
or lava. 

sedimentary 
rock 

Rock that has been formed by layers of 
sediment being pressed down hard and 
sticking together. You can see the layers 
of sediment in the rock. 
 

metamorphic 
rock 

Rock that started out as igneous or sedi-
mentary rock but changed due to being 
exposed to extreme heat or pressure. 
 

magma Molten rock that remains underground. 
 

lava Molten rock that comes out of the 
ground. 
 

sediment Natural solid material that is moved and 
dropped off in a new place by water or 
wind, eg sand. 

permeable Allows liquid to pass through it. 

impermeable Does not allow liquid to pass through it. 

fossilisation The process by which fossils are made. 

palaeontology The study of fossils. 

erosion When water, wind or ice wears away land. 


