
 

 

The rotation of the Earth  

The Earth spins on its own axis. 

The Earth takes 24 hours (1 day) to        

completely rotate. 

What causes day and night?  

The Earth spins once in a day. 

The side of the Earth facing the Sun is in 

daytime. 

The side of the Earth facing away from the 

Sun is night time. 

What causes Sunrise and Sunset?  

The Sun doesn’t move – it is us that moves. 

Because the Earth is rotating, the sun    

appears to move across the sky as the day 

goes on. 

Seasons 

Every year our planet experiences four seasons: autumn, winter, spring and summer. 

 

As Earth moves around the Sun it spins in a slightly tilted position. This tilt is what causes our seasons because through the year differ-

ent parts of the planet are angled towards or angled away from the Sun's light. More or less sunlight and heat impact on the length of 

each day and the average daily temperature in different seasons, as well as the amount of rainfall.  

How does the Sun, Earth and 

Moon move?  

The Sun, Earth and Moon’s shape is    

roughly spherical. 

The Earth orbits the Sun. 

The Earth takes 1 year to orbit the Sun 

The Earth is held in its orbit round the Sun 

by the Sun’s gravitational pull. 

The moon orbits the Earth. 

It takes about 28 days for the Moon to  

orbit the Earth. 

The Moon is held in its orbit round the 

Earth’s gravitational pull. 



Phases of the Moon 

 

The moon orbits the Earth. It takes about 28 days to 

complete its orbit.  

 

The phases of the moon are caused by 

its orbit around the Earth. As the moon 

orbits the Earth, we can see a different 

amount of the moon is lit by the sun 

from Earth.  

The Solar System 

 The Sun is a star at the centre of our solar system.  

 

There are 8 planets in our solar system: Mercury, Venus, 

Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.  

 

These all orbit the Sun.  

 

Theories about our Solar System  

 

The heliocentric model of the solar system   

places the Sun at the  centre, with the planets 

orbiting it. 

 

 

The geocentric theory is described as the 

Earth being the centre of the solar system. 

 


