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Phonics
At South View School children have a daily phonics lesson in which we teach
them the sounds made by each letter to help them read and write words. We
also teach tricky words which cannot be sounded out and high frequency words
which are decodable. We do this through following the government publication
of Letters and Sounds. The programme has six phases which cover the following:
Phase 1 Reception- Activities are divided into seven aspects, including
environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body sounds, rhythm and rhyme,
alliteration, voice sounds and finally oral blending and segmenting.
Phase 2 (Reception)- Learning 19 letters of the
alphabet and one sound for each. Blending
sounds together to make words. Segmenting
words into their separate sounds and beginning
to read simple captions.

Phase 3 (Reception)- Children learn the remaining 7
letters of the alphabet, one sound for each. Written
sounds such as ch, oo, th representing the remaining
phonemes not covered by single letters are taught
next. They also read captions, sentences and
questions.
Phase 4 (Reception and Year 1)- Children do not learn any new sounds but
instead they learn to blend and segment longer words with adjacent
consonants, e.g. swim, clap, jump.
Phase 5 (Year 1)- Children learn
different
sounds,
alternative
pronunciations
and
alternative
spellings for sounds they already
know.

Phase 6 (Year 2 and beyond)- Working
on spelling, including prefixes and suffixes, doubling and dropping letters.

What is the phonics screening check?
The phonics screening check is a short, light-touch assessment to confirm
whether individual children have learnt phonic decoding to an appropriate
standard. The checks consist of 40 words and non-words (alien words) that your
child will be asked to read one on one with a teacher.
This check will identify the children who require extra help so that they can be
given support to improve their reading skills. They will then be able to retake
the check in Year 2.

Who is it for?
The screening check is a compulsory statutory requirement for all Year 1
children and Year 2 children who previously did not meet the standard of the
check in Year 1.

When does it happen?
The check will be administered during the week commencing Monday 7th of June
2021.
Due to the children currently in Year 2 missing this year’s screening date in June,
they will sit the check in Autumn term 2 (After October half term and before
Christmas). If the children do not meet the expected standard in the Autumn
check the children will be expected to take the statutory check week
commencing Monday 7th June 2021.

How long does the check take?
Every child is different, but most children take between four and nine minutes
to complete the assessment.

What are non-words (alien words)?
The check will contain a mix of real words and non-words (alien words). Your
child will be told before the check that there will be non-words that he/she has
not seen before. We use non-words when we teach phonics, so your child
should be familiar with the concept. Non-words are important because words
such as ‘vap’ or ‘jound’ are new to all children. Children cannot read the
nonwords by using their memory or vocabulary; they have to use their decoding
skills. This is a fair way to assess their ability to decode.
Non-words are included because they will be new to all children, so there won’t
be a bias to those with a good vocabulary knowledge or visual memory of
words. Children who can read non-words should have the skills to decode
almost any unfamiliar word. The non-words are presented alongside a picture of
an imaginary alien which helps children to understand the words cannot be
matched to their existing vocabulary.

What is the pass mark?
The pass mark for 2021 is unknown to teachers and will be revealed after the
screening check in June. However, the threshold for previous years has varied
between 32 and 34 words out of 40.

What skills do children need to meet the standard of the
phonics screening check?
All children need to be able to identify sounds associated with different letters,
letter combinations, and then blend these sounds together to correctly say the
word on the page. The same skill is needed whether the word is a real word or
non-word. The words gradually get harder through the check as the
combinations of letters become more complicated. Children will also need to
recognise alternative sounds in real words, such as ‘y’ in the word happy having
the pronunciation ‘e’.

What does the test look like?
Sample materials are available on the
www.education.gov.uk website. Below is an example
from the 2018 Phonics Screening Test. All papers from
2019 are available online.

Non-words
(alien words)

Real words

How can I help my child at home?
Practise the sounds with your child.
Initial sounds:

Further sounds and their pronunciation:

The website ‘Oxford Owl’ and the YouTube channel ‘Mr Thorn does Phonics’
have audio links you can use to hear the correct pronunciation of the sound, as
well as a range of resources.

Practise a mixture of ‘non-words’ and real words.
Ask your child to draw sound buttons underneath
each sound, to show they can correctly identify
each one.
Say all the sounds individually then blend the word
together. k-igh = kigh g-ir-s-t = girst
b-ai-m = baim

Examples of non-words (alien
words):

Make learning fun!
There are lots of websites available to help your child with their phonics.
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html
http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqy
w http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ https://www.nessy.com/uk/

Phonics Play has some excellent resources
using non-words.

Don’t forget about your reading books
and library books. Practising reading daily
automatically helps with decoding!

